Leading
to Improve
Pennsylvania

The case for reducing the minimum requirer
for a bachelor's degree to 90 credits.

d the high
nu ' e a degree because of
burdensome financial debt or time commitment, we are called upon
to seek effective solutions. Not only for the sake of helping individual
students succeed, but also to acknowledge and address the negative
impact this problem has now and will continue to have on Pennsylvania’s

workforce and economic growth.

Existing Pennsylvania law (PA Code 31.21. 22 Pa. Code § 31.21.

Curricula) requires students to complete a minimum of 120 credit
hours to receive a bachelor’s degree.
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Bachelor’s Degrees Fuel Succes

College graduates participate in the workforce
much higher rate than their peers without a degie
and earn $1.2 million more than non-college gt

over their lifetime.*
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Less than 5% of people with bachelor’s degrees Inr ¥
below the poverty line. Increasing completion rates i

Reimagining the 120 Credit Rule

Carlow University leadership and educators recognize the far-reaching positive impact of higher education
at the individual and community levels. Devoted to the future of our students, we see opportunities to
expand access and affordability to a life-changing degree for more of Pennsylvania’s young people and

continuing students.

By reducing elective credits and concentrating the curriculum—
focusing on outcomes and competencies—students could complete
a bachelor’s degree in as few as 90 credits. These valuable degree
programs may include Creative Writing, English, Education, Public
Health, Health Care Management, and Health Care Data Analytics.

We urge you, our state government leaders, to consider the
economic and societal advantages of introducing new legislation that
would amend Pennsylvania law, reducing the minimum requirement
for a bachelor’s degree from 120 to 90 credits.

Let’s work together toward a bright future
for the people of Pennsylvania.
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